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Dear Friends,

1. At the farewell celebration for Dirk
Pauwels, the formidable driving force
behind Victoria and Campo, a young
artist asked me: ‘What does life mean
to you? What is your struggle?’ The
question delighted me. A young man
who speaks the words struggle and life
in a single breath. There is still hope.
| replied: ‘I'm occupied with the clas-
sic questions of how, what and why we
have to communicate at the present
time. That is my life. Society has driven
stories out of the heart of our lives. |
want to put them back there. That is
my struggle.” The young man looked
at me rather disappointedly and said:
‘That doesn’t seem enough to me. To
change the world one needs a lot more
than telling a story.” | answered: ‘So
you are assuming that the world has
to be changed. | am assuming that
the world changes itself.” ‘When | hear
you say that | think you are very naive;
bankers lie and we believe them. Politi-
cians lie and we believe them..." I in-

terrupted with: ‘The truth has little of
interest to offer the artist. It is as Dirk
Pauwels said in his farewell speech: ‘If
a solution is found to a problem, the
problem wasn’t interesting enough.
There’s not a single banker or politi-
cian today who understands this. What
bankers consider criminal is for artists
a state of mind’." ‘Precisely,” he said,
‘that’s what makes these extremely
interesting times for artists. That's
because artists are never concerned
with money, have long since stopped
painting gods, and should not obey
any commandments.” ‘Is that what
you really think?" | replied. ‘It seems to
me you are a hundred years old.” ‘No,’
said the young man, ‘I'm a thousand
years old. All young artists have to
be a thousand years old if they want
to make a difference.” ‘But our high
priest of the arts has only just decreed
that no museum should buy any more
work by artists over forty! That way
you'll never have a chance.” “Your high

priest has been dead for years but he
doesn’t know it yet. We young artists
have learnt from the terrorists of de-
spair and the lies of democratorship.
We shall be making the real art.” ‘You
said, democratorship, but it's democ-
racy.” You really don’t get it at all, do
you?" he said, ‘Your generation didn’t
make much of it, did they? And we'll
have to clear up the mess. There have
to be big new ideas. In every sphere.
In art too. We must no longer let our-
selves be browbeaten by collectors,
intendants, subsidies, politicians and
bankers. We have to dematerialise and
reclaim our place at the top of the pyr-
amid.” | didn’t understand the rest, as
he was already on his way out through
the glass door of the opera house into
the street. | looked in the mirror in the
entrance hall and saw an old man
smiling. ‘At last,” | saw him thinking,
‘let battle commence.’

2. If the world has to undergo radical
revision, why not start in our own back
yard? After almost twenty years of ut-
ter dedication and skilful leadership,
Christel S. will be leaving the group. To
many of us and to me in particular, this
woman has been of inestimable worth
and has put Needcompany on the world
map. Inge C., the woman who for years
has been efficiently selling NC and had
with great insight taken responsibility
for the day-to-day running of the com-
pany, is also moving on. But that’s not
all; our tour manager Frank V. is also
sailing into new waters. We wish them
all the very best and hope still to see
plenty of them in the future, because
they are all wonderfully nice people
whom we shall miss. And then there
are the new people who will be arriv-
ing. The born performers Emmanuel
Schwartz and Catherine Travelletti will
be joining the ensemble.

3.l can be your fantasy, but | don't
want to fake’.

This line from the new play by Anna
Sophia Bonnema seems to me a good
slogan for this new year. Needcom-
pany will carrying on with what it has
already been doing for years. Without
faking but with more fantasy. And fan-
tasy is what | wish everyone. Especially
the indignant, so that we may under-
stand better why we are indignant.
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AGENDA

MARKETPLACE 76

Jan Lauwers

With: Grace Ellen Barkey, Anneke
Bonnema, Hans Petter Dahl, Julien
Faure, Yumiko Funaya, Benoit Gob,
Sung-Im Her, Romy Louise Lauwers,
Maarten Seghers, Emmanuel
Schwartz, Catherine Travelletti

A Needcompany production | Coproduction:
Ruhrtriennal and Burgtheater (Vienna)

7,8,13,14, 15 September 2012
Ruhrtriennal 2012, Bochum

NEEDLAPB 18

Jan Lauwers

With: Grace Ellen Barkey, Anneke
Bonnema, Hans Petter Dahl, Julien
Faure, Yumiko Funaya, Benoft Gob,
Sung-Im Her, Romy Louise Lauwers,
Maarten Seghers, Emmanuel
Schwartz, Catherine Travelletti, Jan
Lauwers, Elke Janssens

A Needcompany production | Coproduction:
Ruhrtriennal and Burgtheater (Vienna)

16 January 2012
Akademietheater (Burgtheater), Vienna
+43 51 444 4145

CALIGULA

Jan Lauwers

With: Anneke Bonnema, Hans Petter
Dahl, Maria Happel, André Meyer,
Cornelius Obonya, Falk Rockstroh,
Herman Scheidleder, Nicolas Field

A Burgtheater production | In collaboration with
Needcompany

17,18, 19 May 2012
Kasino (Burgtheater), Vienna
+43 51 444 4145

THE ART OF ENTERTAINMENT
NEEDCOMPANY PLAYS THE DEATH OF
DIRK ROOFTHOOFT

Jan Lauwers
With: Grace Ellen Barkey, Misha
Downey, Julien Faure, Yumiko Funaya,

Benoit Gob, Viviane De Muynck, Dirk
Roofthooft, Eléonore Valere

Production: Needcompany / Burgtheater (Vienna)

11,12, 13, 14 April 2012
Espoo City Theater, Espoo
+358 9 439 3388

23, 24, 25 May 2012
deSingel, Antwerp
+32 3248 28 28

THIS DOOR IS TOO SMALL
(FOR A BEAR)
Grace Ellen Barkey

Concept: Lemm&Barkey | Created
with and performed by: Misha Downey,
Julien Faure, Yumiko Funaya, Benoit
Gob, Sung-Im Her, Maarten Seghers

A Needcompany production | Coproduction:
ImPulsTanz (Vienna), PACT Zollverein (Essen),
kiinstlerhaus mousonturm (Frankfurt). In coope-
ration with Kaaitheater (Brussels).

17, 18 February 2012
Bora Bora Dans og visuelt teater, Aarhus
+45 861900 79

THE BALLAD OF RICKY AND
RONNY - A POP OPERA

MaisonDahlBonnema

With: Hans Petter Dahl and Anna
Sophia Bonnema
Production: MaisonDahlBonnema, Needcompany

| In collaboration with Kaaitheater (Brussels),
ImPulsTanz (Vienna International Dance Festival)

1 April 2012

33th Stage Songs Review Festival,
Teatr Wspétczesny, Wroclaw
+48 22 82507 25

SAD FACE | HAPPY FACE

A TRILOGY
THREE STORIES ON HUMAN NATURE

FIRST PART: ISABELLA’S ROOM
(THE PAST)

SECOND PART: THE LOBSTER SHOP
(THE FUTURE)

THIRD PART: THE DEER HOUSE
(THE PRESENT)

Jan Lauwers

With: Grace Ellen Barkey, Anneke
Bonnema, Hans Petter Dahl, Viviane
De Muynck, Misha Downey, Julien
Faure, Yumiko Funaya, Benoit Gob,
Sung-Im Her, Maarten Seghers,
Eléonore Valere, Inge Van Bruystegem

A Needcompany production | coproduction:
Salzburger Festspiele, Festival d’Avignon,
Théatre de la Ville (Paris), Schauspielhaus
Ziirich, Théatre Garonne (Toulouse), La Rose des
Vents (Scene Nationale de Villeneuve d'Ascq),
PACT Zollverein (Essen), Brooklyn Academy of
Music (New York), welt in basel theaterfestival,
Cankarjev Dom (Ljubljana), Automne en Nor-
mandie (Le Havre), La Filature (Scéne Nationale
de Mulhouse) Kaaitheater (Brussels), deSingel
(Antwerp) | With the support of the Culture 2000
Programme of the European Union

27, 28 May 2012

SIBFest 2012, Radu Stanca National
Theater of Sibiu / Sibiu International
Festival Theater

+40 269 21 00 92

DE KAMER VAN ISABELLA

Jan Lauwers

With: Viviane De Muynck, Hans Petter
Dahl, Anneke Bonnema, Benoit Gob,
Misha Downey, Julien Faure, Yumiko
Funaya, Sung-Im Her, Maarten
Seghers, Jan Lauwers, Elke Janssens,
Lemm&Barkey

A Needcompany production | Coproduction: le
Festival d’Avignon, Théatre de la Ville (Paris),
Théatre Garonne (Toulouse), La Rose des Vents
(Sceéne Nationale de Villeneuve d’Ascq), Brooklyn
Academy of Music (New York) and welt in basel
theaterfestival | In association with Kaaitheater
(Brussels)

21 January 2012

CSS Teatro stabile di innovazione
del FVG, Udine

+39 432 504765

27 Janvary 2012

Festival Art Danse, Opéra de Dijon,
Grand Théatre, Dijon
+333 80488282

3 February 2012
Le Parvis Scene Nationale, Tarbes
+33 56290 08 55

8, 9 February 2012

Le trident, Scéne Nationale de
Cherbourg-Octeville, Cherbourg
+33233885555

SUPERBODIES TRIENNIAL

3" Triennial for contempory art,
fashion and design of Hasselt

With visual art by Lemm&Barkey
From 3 February to 27 May 2012

Modemuseum Hasselt
+3211239621

THE PORCELAIN PROJECT /
INSTALLATION
Lemmé&Barkey

With: Grace Ellen Barkey and Lot
Lemm

Production: Needcompany | Coproduction:

Le Théatre Le Quai (Angers), La Rose des Vents

(Scene Nationale de Villeneuve d’Ascq), PACT
Zollverein (Essen), Kaaitheater (Brussels)

4 February and 21 April 2012
SuperBodies, 3th Triennial for contempory
art, fashion and design of Hasselt,
Modemuseum, Hasselt

+3211239621




